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Half of 
Pa. death 
linked 

to care 
facilities 


By Kyle Mullins 


‘The state Health Departmer 
has conducted a "deep dive” 
into its data on longterm per- 
sonal care facilities, state 
Health Secretary Dr. Rachel Le 
vine said Wednesday, and as a 
osult. the count of confirmed 
tases of COVID- Lat these fael 
ties has “Increased substan. 
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Millions of Americans woke 
up Wednesday to find they had 
'ceived a stimulus cheek even 
breton their first tup of cote, 
‘Cheeks for $1200 being dis- 
tributed as part ofthe U.S pa ally 
damic relit package had been Dr. Levine reported 3.316 
depositod inte their bank ac Mehuel M-sartege/Postaxte | cases statewide are connected to 
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President Donald Trump | phatos and fying a done Apri 2 at Three Rivers Hentage Trail on the North Shore. Taeiiities, early 73% more than 
signed the unprecedented $22 the 1b cases reported Tues 
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While some residents are ‘hs total count, have occurred 


still waiting for printed stimu în connection With longterm 
Is checks to come by mall (3 By Lauren Rosenblatt order. "Special considerationisre Control and Prevention, Employ- | care facilities. Dr. Levine said 
proces that may be delayed a abu Postaren ‘quired to protect not oniy custom ees do not have to use the mask | the Health Department is con 
fer the Treasury Department but the workers needed torun duringatreaktoeat or drink. tinuing to work to provide guid. 
arderet Mr. Trump's name be | Most customers and employees and operate theserestablishaments,” “This order provides critical | ance ta all afeeted nursing and 
printed on them), households | at businesses in Pennsylvania that The requirements will be en- protections far the workersneeded | personal care hemes, but em- 
ihat fled their tax returns the | are still operating are now re. forcedstartingSundayalpam.. to run an operate these lesus- | phasized the role Ponnsylva 
pasttwoyearsand whohaveal | quirad to wear masksaccondingto Among many stipulations, the  tainingestahiishments, Gov Tom | nians play in mitigating the 
lowed the IRS to make direct | anewstate order. order states employers must re Wolfs in astatemeni. spreadofCOVID- 
fund deposits are seeing the | "Tho order — signed Wednesday quire employees to wear masks The new requirements come af "Weal have to continue our 
Stimulus money in their ae | by state Health Secretary Dr, While at the Work site and require ter Mr, Wolf had recommended at | social distancing efforts she 
unt. Rachel Levine — outlined protec. customers to waar masks whileon the be one | said “The Pennsyivanians who 

"The sudden payout caused | tions for critical workers at essen- the premis Jeaving their bouse should wear a | provide care to this community, 
problems for PNC Bank cus | tal and Liesustainine businesses The businessmust denyentryto mask He made that reeommenda | and the residents In long terni 
fomers trying to access their | that are stili open far inperson op- individuals not wearing masks, tion two days afler issuing astate- | care living facilities, need you to 
onlineormobile accounts Wed- | erations during the COVID-I8pan- unless the company is providing widestayathameorder,encourag- | stay home to stop the spread of 
nesday morning which a | demic. medication, medical supplies or lng people to gp out only for wips | this dangerous virus. 
spokeswoman said were a re TMlnidoutgudelinesforhowem- foods those eases, the business that were deemed “lifesustain ‘county brenk- 
sult of an influx of customers | ployeescan maintain a social di must ofer alternative options like ing’ down of the data i avaiable an- 
Checking on their stimulus | fanceduringwork how businesses pleeupor delivery of goods. itr. Wolfstressed that poopledo | line on the Department of 
Payments at the same time. canmaintain mitigationandeiean "Individuals who cannot wear a not need to wear a surgieal mask | Health's website. 

'Andevenasthecheckswere | ing protocols, and how a company mask due to a medical condition, because those are needed for | The news comes as the state 
landing, the TRS was warning | should respond if it has been ex. includingchildren under heageot health care workers and frst re. | also reports 1:145 new eases ot 
about a new opportunity for | posed to'a probable or confirmed 2 can enter the premises without spenders Instead, the state issued | the novel coronavirus and &l 
fraudsterstogettheirhandson | caseo COVID-9. providing medical documentation, guidelines for how residents could | new deaths. With the new cases, 
the money Tam orderingcertainactionsto srvording to a news release an’ maketheirownmasksusingtabric | Pennsylvania has a total of 

"To check the status pay- | be taken by employers and their nouneingthearder. andasewing machine 25400 cases and 67 deaths: 
ments, use the IRS online tool, | employees to protect their health" Foremplovees, companiesimust Around the same time, theCDC | Regionally, Indiana County 
called Get My Payment, that | and lives, the health and lives of ether provide tne coverings orap- also recommended people should | reported its first death. West 
Tnunched Wednesday on its | their tunilies and the health and prove a mask obtained ar mate by wear cloth face coverings in public | moreland County has three new 
Website. You'l need to enter | lives of the residents of the Com- workers that meets dance rom settings where social distancing | deaths, increasing iis total to 18, 

monwealth who dependi upon their the state Department of Health and 
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Online sales of wine, liquor frustrate customers | Owner of lab doing critical testing 


By Bob Batz r, pleaded guilty to Medicare fraud 


spy Poet aarete 


‘Thestate Fine Wine & Good Sp 
its online reall store continues to 
madden many customers who try 
andi failto buy booze The good news 
$ there are workaround to the 
niky system. 

"The bad ews is some of th 
workarounds aren't working ei 
ther 

Before the COVID-9 crisis 
caused the Pennsylvania Liquor 
Control Board to shiut dowen all ar s 
Stores, independent distributors 
(wore geting and seling wines and 


By Sean D. Hamill might not necessarily make sense 
Pag Post Gaztie o anyone who reads stories out at 
federal eriminal court for the 
A couple af weeks ago, Ravitej Western District ofPennsylvania. 
Radiy and management at MHS How could Mr: Reddy. 52, beal- 
Labs in Monroeville realized lowed by the federal government 
there was a large gap in testing to use his lab to test residents in 
forCOVID- 19 eases in southwest. nursing homes — with many if 
ern Pennsylvania: No one was not all their COVID-19 tests eov 
festing broadly and returning ered by Medicare — just three 
quick results for nursing homes. months after he pleaded guilty in 
‘Within just wo weeks, they fedora court to a massive Medi 
signed upto test about 20) nurs care fraud case involving difer- 
ing homes, where arae groups of -ent tests” 


spirits from smali producers and those most vulnerable to the = Mr. Reddy was accused in a 
importers not typioally offered at harshest impacts of the respira complaint Nov. 25, and pleaded 
PLCE stores vin the PLES special tory disease live. guilty on Jan. 10, o being partofa 


onler program. 

"The dicribitor would take eus: 
tomers ots tothe PLCE forward 
the customers’ payment, box up bot- 
tis ite location and then ae the 


“The ab, owned by Mr. Reddy, Scheme tn defraud Medicare of 
already has helped identify some $127 milian aver various tests in- 
Gf the region's worst nursing volving fraudulent test prescrip 
home outbreaks, including at tons: He admitted he received 
Brighton Rehabilitation and kickbacks from six partners in 
ber to a PLCB store to have it Wellness Center in Beaver four states for agreeing tobe the 
Scanned into the state system Then County, the Allegheny County. lab that was sent the test samples 
fke distributor would deliver the or. owned Kane Community Living initially, and agreed to pay bacik 
der toits customers, which could be Mead M Sanla /PostGanmtie | Conter in Glen Hazel, and St $77million. 

Sh individual or à restaurant. in. People wait in ine to purchase alcohol Wednesday at Pennywvania Barakas, His defstise storey, Marit 
hiding those with “wine extended Libations in the Sip District. Pannsyhania Latins sells aleohob But because of events dating Rush, Mima a former Derai 
beverages from 17 distileries around the state and has not dosed dueto | back to November, MHS Lab's 
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